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1989, a lone gunman roamed

the halls of Montréal's Ecole
Polytechnique. He entered a second-
year engineering class, ordered the
males in class to leave, and shot the
remaining women. In all, he shot 28
people. The fourteen killed were all
female.

For 45 minutes on December 6,

November is Women Abuse Prevention
Month in Ontario. The White Ribbon
Campaign, a 16-day campaign of
activism against gender violence, kicks
off on November 25 and culminates in
the National Day of Remembrance and
Action on Violence Against Women
on December 6. This year, 2014 marks
the 25th anniversary of the December
6 Montreal Massacre. This is not an
anniversary that anyone wants to
celebrate. Rather, it is a time at which
we commemorate the lives of the 14
young women targeted that day and
encourage action to eliminate gender
violence in all of its forms.

OSSTF/FEESO has long supported the
White Ribbon Campaign. This year,
OSSTF/FEESO  President Paul Elliott
recorded a video message to members
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inviting members in all workplaces to
set up commemorative displays and
invite male staff and students to sign
the White Ribbon Campaign poster,
signifying their commitment to end
violence against women. This year,
the OSSTF/FEESO Status of Women
committee commissioned a special
commemorative poster for December 6.
Copies of the poster were included in
copies of VOL. 42 NO. 2 of Update.

commitment  to
combatting gender violence does not
end with the White Ribbon Campaign.
Thisyear, a special message to members
highlighted our support of the Shine the
Light on Woman Abuse, a campaign to
break the silence and speak out against
violence against women. We are one of
100 organizations participating in Up
For Debate, a women'’s rights alliance
seeking a national debate on women’s
issues before the next federal election.
OSSTF/FEESO was present to witness
the historic publication of the vision
statement published by A Bold Vision.

Our Federation’s

Why is it, that 25 years after the
Montreal Massacre, we are still
engaged in battling violence against
women? Events of the past few weeks

have highlighted systemic sexism in the
legal system, gaps in accountability on
Parliament Hill, and a culture of silence
that discourages victims of violence
from making official complaints. The
good news is that there is renewed
discussion and more diverse voices are
joining the conversation. The White
Ribbon Campaign encourages men
and boys to speak up and speak out.

WHAT CAN WE DO?

WE CAN:

e Encourage students and staff
to join in Wear Purple Day
on Friday, November 14 to
support the Shine the Light on
Woman Abuse campaign

e Screen the film Polytechnique
for OSSTF/FEESO members as
professional development

e Set up displays December 1 to
December 5 to commemorate
the 25th anniversary of the
Montreal Massacre and
encourage discussion about
the issues involved

® Promote gender equality to
our students

® Encourage students to take
some of the four new equity
courses rolled out by the
Ontario Ministry of Education
in September 2013

® Encourage discussion and
debate on the importance of
women's issues

¢ Use and highlight Resources,
as per below, with our
colleagues and students
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RESOURCES HIGHLIGHT

http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/publications/
pvl_infographic.pdf.

Violence Against Women-The Health Sector Responds
(World Health Organization)

http://visual.ly/violence-against-women-0.
The Endless Shame of Violence Against Women

http://www.canadianwomen.org/sites/canadianwomen.org/
files//INO%20MORE.%20Task%20Force%20Report.pdf

“NO MORE" Ending Sex-Trafficking In Canada. Report of the
National Task Force on Sex Trafficking of Women and Girls in
Canada (October 2014)

https://www.policyalternatives.ca/publications/reports/gap-
gender-gap

volume 2 A%

“The Gap in the Gender Gap”-Violence Against Women report

published by the Canadian Centre for Policy Alternatives
(July 2013)

www.whiteribbon.ca White Ribbon Campaign

www.draw-the-line.ca For Draw the Line (in partnership with
OSSTF/FEESO)

www.itstartswithyou.ca For It Starts with You. It Stays with
Him. (in partnership with OSSTF/FEESO)

https://secure.e2rm.com/registrant/TicketingCatalog.
aspx?EventID=45180&LangPref=en-CA
To order WRC materials

www.upfordebate.ca
The Women'’s Rights Alliance campaign for a Federal Debate
on Women'’s Issues.

http://www.whiteribbon.ca/front-page/mens-attitudes-
behaviours/

Men'’s Attitudes and Behaviours Toward Violence Against
Women. Source: White Ribbon Campaign.

Call out media items that belittle, objectify and attack
with the hashtag #NOTokay (#PAScorrect). Attend/
support Light the Night lighting of monuments December
6 and check out the YWCA's www.rosecampaign.ca for
more opportunities to speak out.
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Less than 10%

of all sexual assaults are
reported to police
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The Facts About Violence Against Women. Canadian Women's Foundation.
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